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SWCD Seeks Candidates for Supervisor Position
The Clark County Soil and Water Conservation District is looking for persons with an interest
in natural resources management who would like to serve as a district official. Candidates are
being sought for an elected seat on the district’s five-member board of supervisors. Term of
office runs from January 2023 through January 2026.
Clark County SWCD is a legal subdivision of state government responsible for the protection,
conservation and wise use of the soil, water and related natural resources within the county.
Working cooperatively with federal, state and local agencies and organizations, the district
brings educational, technical and financial assistance to bear on the conservation problems of
the county.
Activities of the district are directed by the five supervisors, three who are elected by the local landusers and two appointed by the State Soil Conservation Board. Meeting on the first Thursday of each month, the supervisors plan and
oversee the efforts aimed at fulfilling the district’s responsibilities, which include:

 Assessing natural resources management needs within the county;
 Developing and implementing policies and programs that address those assessed needs;
 Carrying out program initiative given to SWCDs by state and federal government (e.g., the review of farm conservation plans and construction site erosion/sediment control plans and the inspection of landfills for erosion control); and,
 Advising local government on natural resource management issues.
Candidates for Clark County SWCD’s elected-supervisor position must be of voting age, must be an occupier of a tract
of land located in Clark County, and must maintain permanent residence within the county. For more information about
Clark County SWCD, its programs, supervisor duties and qualifications, or to register as a candidate, visit the district
office at 9608 Highway 62, Charlestown, IN, or call 812-256-2330, ext.3. Deadline to register as a candidate is November 30, 2022.
SWCD 2023 Annual Meeting
The 78th Annual Meeting of the Clark County Soil & Water Conservation District is tentatively scheduled for Thursday, January
26, 2023, at the Clark County 4-H Fairgrounds. Please be advised that CDC guidelines with respect to the current pandemic
will be considered closer to the date, and may affect the time and venue of the meeting.
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Dates to Note
9/1/22—SWCD Monthly Board Meeting
9/5/22—Labor Day Holiday, SWCD office closed
9/15/22—Weed Wrangle at Garry E. Cavan Park
10/6/22—SWCD Monthly Board Meeting
10/10/22—Columbus Day Holiday, SWCD office closed
11/8/22—Election Day, SWCD office closed
11/11/22—Veterans Day, SWCD office closed
11/24-25/22—Thanksgiving Holiday, SWCD office closed
12/1/22—SWCD Monthly Board Meeting

Cost-share Fund Applications Accepted
The Jefferson and Clark County SWCDs continue to accept applications for cost-share dollars for their
2021 Clean Water Indiana (CWI) Grant project. Currently all grant funds have been allocated, with the
exception of those practices related to pasture and hay seeding; funds remain available for those. Applications for practices other than pasture and hay seeding are being accepted, however, they will be
placed on a waitlist. In the event an approved applicant does not follow through with their project,
waitlisted applications will be considered. To apply for funding, please note:


Interested parties need to complete an application and a ranking form for cost-share assistance.



Property must be located in Jefferson or Clark County, Indiana.



Receipts, seed tags and other documents need to be submitted for payment as soon as the practices are completed.



All practices must be completed within the same calendar year as the application was approved. Except for the year
2023, and all practices have to be complete, and receipts submitted for payment, by November 30, 2023.

Contact Kristin Miller, Jefferson County SWCD, Kristin.miller@jeffersoncounty.in.gov, 812-265-7609 or Melanie Davis, melanie.davis@in.nacdnet.net, 812-256-2330, ext. 3, for an application, or visit their respective websites at
www.jeffersoncounty.in.gov/462/Grants-Programs-Initiatives, and www.clarkswcd.org.

Spotted Lanternfly Now in Indiana
Spotted lanternfly (SLF) (Lycorma delicatula) was found in late July in Huntington, Indiana. This federally regulated
invasive species is a serious new pest that harms plants by slowing their growth and reducing fruit production, especially
in vineyards and orchards. Finding this pest this far north of last year’s find along the Ohio River in Vevay, IN makes it
possible for SLF to be anywhere in Indiana. Knowing where this pest is located can inform regulatory actions taken to
slow its spread and reduce the harm it can cause.
Right now, the Indiana DNR is asking for all citizens to search for and report spotted lanternfly. The bright color of late
stage immatures and adults are easily recognized at this time of the year. Anyone who spots signs of the spotted lanternfly should contact the Indiana Division of Entomology and Plant Pathology (DEPP) by calling 866-NO EXOTIC (866663-9684) or send an email (with a photo of the insect if possible) to DEPP@dnr.IN.gov. For more information about
this or other invasive pests see the following
link https://www.in.gov/dnr/entomology/pests-of-concern/spotted-lanternfly/
What is Spotted Lanternfly?
Spotted lanternfly is a planthopper that originated in Asia. It was first discovered in
the United States in Pennsylvania in 2014. Its ability to lay eggs and hide difficult
to find places on structures and vehicles makes it easy to spread unknowingly by
people.
Adult spotted lanternfly has two sets of wings, and the underwing has a very distinct red color with spots on the outer
wings. The fourth instar of the insect is bright red with black and white markings. The egg masses of this invasive insect
look like mud and they can be spread by vehicle transport including recreational vehicles, cargo carriers (truck transport)
and freight trains. They can also be spread through trade materials sold in infested areas that are shipped out of state including nursery stock, outdoor furniture, lumber, etc.
Spotted lanternfly prefers to feed on tree of heaven (Ailanthus altissima), but it has been found on more than 100 species
of plants including walnut, oak, maple, and various fruit trees. This insect is often found on grapevines in vineyards.
Adult insects can greatly weaken plants when feeding on them with their piercing, sucking mouthparts. Plants weakened
by SLF may be unable to survive the winter months. Heavily infested trees can become coated with the sticky liquid
excrement of SLF called “honeydew” that will attract stinging insects. Over time, the honeydew becomes infested with a
black unsightly sooty mold that slows plant growth and makes a mess of cars and picnic areas.
Purdue University, Landscape Report, 8/9/22, Cliff Sadof
District activities and programs will be made available to all citizens, regardless of race, color, religion, gender, national origin, marital
status or disability.
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Invasive Plant Removal Tool Share Program
CCHIRP has tool buckets available for loan to help homeowners remove invasive plant species from their properties. Each bucket kit includes dabbers, a handsaw, loppers, spray bottle
for herbicide mixing (herbicide not included), safety glasses, and disposable gloves. A Calendar of Control is also included that details best method of control, herbicide recommendation
and application rates, and best season for control. Clark County residents may borrow a bucket
by contacting the Clark County SWCD office at 812-256-2330, ext. 3.

Fourteen Mile Creek
Funds Remain Available
The SWCD is searching for producers wishing to install cost-share practices that will
address water quality issues in the Fourteen
Mile Creek/Goose Creek watersheds.
Roughly, $125,000 in cost-share assistance
is available to pay up to 60% of actual total
allowed cost of the practices (up to a
$15,000 cap per participant). These funds
must be expended by March 2023 whereupon our grant project will end.
If you are interested in
applying, please note:
 Project must be in a
critical area in the
Fourteen Mile
Creek/Goose Creek
watersheds’ boundaries.
 Project must meet the Fourteen Mile
Creek/Goose Creek watersheds’ program guidelines.
 Practice must be completed by March 1,
2023.
 Practices must be implemented in the
priority deemed best for water quality
improvement
If you are interested, and would like to learn
more about what projects would qualify for
funding, contact David Trotter, Watershed
Coordinator, at 812-256-2330, ext. 3465, or
david.trotter@in.nacdnet.net.

State Nurseries Offering Tree Seedlings
The Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)-Division of Forestry, operates two nurseries within the
state that grow and distribute to landowners high quality plant materials for conservation plantings. Conservation plantings include plantings for timber, wildlife, windbreaks, soil and water protection, reclamation, carbon
sequestering, and education. Individual tree species are available as packets of 100 seedlings; packet mixes of
seedlings (10 each) are also available according to planned use (i.e., wildlife, bottomland, etc.).
Orders are accepted October 3, 2022—May 1, 2023 (depending on inventory) for standard spring pickup. Order forms are
available at the SWCD office; online orders may be placed beginning October 3rd at www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedlingnurseries/instructions/. More information on the nurseries and the seedling sale can be found at www.dnr.IN.gov/forestry.
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SWCD Supporters….we thank you!
Indiana Land Company
Dan Cristiani Excavating
Farm Credit Mid-America
Jim O’Neal Ford

New Washington State Bank
Wright Brothers Implement Sales, Hardware & General Store
Sanders Farm Service LLC

Assess Soil Erosion During Harvest
What can you learn about your soils during harvest? Did the combine bounce over gullies or sedimentation bars? Did you
have to go around severely eroded areas? If your fields are eroding with an actively growing crop, what will fall and winter
leave behind for spring planting? What are options to address these issues? Erosion control is just one benefit of crop residue.
Residue acts as a blanket or armor and helps lessen the impact of raindrops on the soil surface, while increasing infiltration
and reducing concentrated flow runoff that causes gullies.
Cover crops
Erosion control is also one of many benefits of seeding cover crops. Cover crops provide
ground cover and roots needed to keep soil in place. Long-term, a no-till system will improve
aggregation of soil particles, thereby improving infiltration. Organic matter levels will improve,
and soil will not be as susceptible to erosion.
A cover crop mix for erosion control should contain a grass species. For spring erosion, an
overwintering species (i.e., cereal rye or annual ryegrass) is best if you’re comfortable with termination before planting.
Include brassicas and legumes: brassicas help with leftover nutrient uptake and battle soil compaction; legumes provide nitrogen production for the following cash crop.
If you can’t plant an entire field to a cover crop, smooth up eroded areas, and plant wheat or rye.
Where soil erosion is severe, consider intercropping, and plant a cover crop during sidedress between the V3 and V7 growth
stages. This has minimal effect on yield and allows for postemergence herbicide applications before cover crop germination.
Cool-season cover crop species germinate before the corn crop canopies and then go dormant during the heat of the growing
season before actively starting to grow again at harvest.
Erosion control options
Increasing residue cover by reducing tillage is a good starting point. Crimping a cover crop for residue at planting further
armors the soil surface. But residue is not the same as actively living plants and is still subject to runoff during heavy rain
events. If soil erosion in your fields is an issue during harvest this fall, or if you found it from this spring or summer, consider
using cover crops. Cover crops just might make for a smoother ride in 2023!
Adapted from Indiana Prairie Farmer—Clint Harrison, Don Donovan and Brian Musser authors

