What is a Wetland? Swamps, marshes, bogs, fens, sloughs, and bottomlands are all
common names for wetlands, but what makes a wetland a wetland? A single, comprehensive, definition does not exist that accurately defines all wetlands, because wetlands have diverse mixes of
vegetation dependent on their location.
All wetlands do have some common traits, which define them. In general, wetlands are areas
where water covers the soil, or is present either at or near the surface of the soil for part or all of
the year, including the growing season for plants. Wetlands are in-between places, which lie between deep water in lakes and streams and dry land. Wetlands support an array of plants and animals which have adapted to life in saturated or flooded conditions. Wetlands have soils which differ from soils in dry areas, exhibiting characteristics that show the soil developed in saturated conditions. Wetlands can be identified by these basic indicators: vegetation, hydrology and soils. All
three characteristics must be present during some portion of the growing season for an area to be a
jurisdictional wetland - a wetland protected by the Clean Water Act.

Wetland
Mitigation

For the purpose of regulation under the Clean Water Act, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(Corps) defines wetlands as: Those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.

This information provided by the Clark County Soil and Water Conservation District, 9608 Highway 62,
Charlestown, IN 47111
Phone: 812.256.2330, ext. 3—Fax: 855.391.1921 (toll-free)—www.clarkswcd.org
District activities and programs will be made available to all citizens, regardless of race, color, religion,
gender, national origin, marital status or disability.
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