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The Clark County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in partnership with the Clark County Harmful Inva-
sives Removal Project (CCHIRP), the City of Charlestown Board of Public Works, Mayor Treva Hodges, and the Indi-
ana Invasives Initiative (III), recently submitted an application to Indiana American Water Company for a 2021 Environ-
mental Grant.  The SWCD is pleased to report that their application was one of four in the state to receive funding.  The 
$3,000 awarded will fund the partners’ Callery Pear Removal and Invasive Education Project. 
 
The Callery Pear, with its trademark white, showy flowers in the spring, is indeed a beautiful tree, long touted as a land-
scape tree since it was brought to the United States from Asia.   However, it spreads rapidly, and grows quickly, thereby 
out-competing native plants for resources.  In doing so, it destroys native habitat that wildlife depends on for survival. 

 
Residents of Charlestown may recognize the Callery Pear as the tree lining 
the median of Highway 3 in Charlestown. These trees were planted many 
years ago, and have matured to the point that they are exhibiting the weak 
wood and branch structure characteristic of the species; limbs have broken 
off, and splits in the trees are occurring.  In addition, evidence of spread of 
the species has been noted in vacant lots, and lesser maintained areas in the 
City.   
 
The City of Charlestown Board of Public Works, and Mayor Treva Hodg-
es, are concerned about the invasive nature of these trees, as well as the 
dangers and maintenance associated with them as they age.  As a result, 
they partnered with the SWCD, CCHIRP, and III, to form a plan for the 
safe removal of the trees, and provide educational opportunities for 

Charlestown residents throughout the process.  During the grant term, residents will have the opportunity to attend inva-
sive plant and native plant ID workshops, assist with planting and maintaining native plants throughout the City, and 
gain assistance with identifying invasives on their own property. 
 
“The City of Charlestown is grateful for this partnership with the Clark County Soil and Water Conservation District and 
to Indiana American Water for their dedication to our Hoosier communities,” said Charlestown Mayor Treva Hodges. 
“Conservation of our natural resources is an important priority for our city and the removal of invasive species plays a 
significant role in fostering the growth of our regional plants and trees. There’s much beauty to be found in Southern 
Indiana and I’m happy that our city can do its part to protect our landscapes.”  
 
Established in 2005, Indiana American Water Company’s annual Environmental 
Grant Program offers funding for innovative, community-based environmental pro-
jects that improve, restore, or protect the watersheds, surface water and groundwater 
supplies in our local communities.  Indiana America’s commitment to protecting the 
environment runs deep, and they are proud to support the efforts of local organiza-
tions that share their vision. All grant recipients will submit a report at the end of 
the year to American Water regarding how their grant was used to achieve their spe-
cific environmental goals.  
Indiana American Water’s Southern Indiana District has more than 31,000 custom-
er connections.  The Southern Indiana Operations also provides water to a number 
of communities including Floyds Knobs, Georgetown, Edwardsville, and recently 
Charlestown, through wholesale contracts.  

Indiana American Grant Awarded for Environmental Improvement in Charlestown 
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Additional Cost Share 
Funds Available for 
Water Quality Projects 

Soil Testing Service Offered 
The Clark County SWCD is now offering soil testing services for homeowners 
seeking fertilizer recommendations for their lawn and gardens. 

Soil samples may be brought to the SWCD office at 9608 Highway 62, 
Charlestown. Soil sample bags are available at no charge from the SWCD. 

Cost of a basic test is $22; a more extensive test is $32.  Both tests provide 
suggested fertilizer recommendations for up to three crops (i.e. lawn, flowers, 
trees).  It normally takes 4-5 working days for samples to be analyzed and rec-
ommendations returned. 

Rent our Equipment 

No-Till Drill - $8 per acre 

Outback S2 Guidance Systems - 

$10 per day 

Call 812-256-2330, ext. 3 for 

scheduling 

Stop by our office and sign an 

Equipment Rental Agreement 

The SWCD’s Fourteen Mile Creek/
Goose Creek Watershed Improvement 
Project has been granted additional 
funds to assist with cost-share practic-
es that will address water quality is-

sues within the 
watershed. 
Roughly, an ad-
ditional 
$125,000 will be 
available to land-
owners for these 
practices. This 

will make it possible for the SWCD to 
assist more landowners who want to 
improve their farm’s productivity. 
To learn more about the Watershed 
Improvement program and what pro-
jects would qualify for cost-share as-
sistance, contact David Trotter, Wa-
tershed Coordinator at 812-256-2330, 
ext. 3465 or  
david.trotter@in.nacdnet.net. 

Dates to Note 

7/1/21—SWCD Monthly Board Meeting 

7/5/21—July 4th Holiday 

7/9-7/17/21—Clark County 4-H Fair 

8/2/21—CCHIRP Monthly Meeting 

8/5/21—SWCD Monthly Board Meeting 

9/2/21—SWCD Monthly Board Meeting 

9/6/21—Labor Day Holiday 
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Clark County Harmful Invasives Removal Project (CCHIRP) News 

 

 

Charlestown State Park, 12500 Highway 62, Charlestown, IN 

October 9, 2021, 9 a.m.—Noon, meet at head of Trail 3  

Join us for a fun morning of clearing some invasive plants from beautiful Charlestown State Park.  Learn plant identifi-
cation, how to support pollinators, and help restore native habitat.  All ages welcome! 

Please note:  Due to the current pandemic, we ask that you please bring your own tools, gloves, water, and snacks. Social 
distancing guidelines will be followed. 

 
Invasive Plant Removal 

Tool Share Program Now Available!  
The Clark County Harmful Invasives Removal Project (CCHIRP) has created a “bucketful” of resources to 

help homeowners remove invasive plant species from their properties. 

Each bucket kit includes dabbers, a handsaw, loppers, spray bottle for herbicide mixing (herbicide not in-
cluded), safety glasses, and disposable gloves.  A Calendar of Control (yours to keep!) is also included that 
details best method of control, herbicide recommendation and application rates, and best season for control. 

Anyone in Clark County is eligible to borrow a bucket! Contact the Clark County Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District (SWCD) office at 812-256-2330, ext. 3, to reserve your bucket.  Once checked out, buckets 
need to be returned clean. Not sure what kind of invasive species you have on your property? No problem! Request a 

free landowner survey by contacting Kaila Knies at 812-631-7913 or by email at Kaila@sicim.info. 

Thanks to the Indiana Forestry Educational Foundation for funding this program! 

CONSERVATION QUARTERLY 

Why voles are an issue: Voles are a keystone mammal species in agriculture habitat meaning many other species feed 
on them.  Also meaning they must be proficient reproducers to keep their populations up. Most of vole’s economic dam-
age takes place within the first month after planting when they feed on newly seeded cash crops and immature emerged 
plants.  
 Habitat that is susceptible for vole pressure:  all corn and soybean fields within the first month of planting can be 

negatively affected by voles. 
 Where voles can be found:  hay fields and pastures, tile heads and dry dams, water ways, fence/tree lines. 
 Vole Reproduction:  80% mortality in each litter; Meadow voles have smaller but more litters, while Prairie voles 

have larger litters less often; Prairie voles mate for life (if you see two running together you have prairie voles in 
your field) 

 Scouting for Voles:  voles are most active above ground at dawn and dusk; look around field edges, tile heads, and 
water ways; more than 5 voles per acre will become an issue. 

 How to control:  promote predator populations (predator birds, snakes, foxes, and coyotes): build bird boxes for 
owls and hawks, build perch poles; keep waterways ditches and field edges mowed low (contact your local NRCS 
representative to make sure you stay within the rules of your NRCS contracts); drill in double crop beans, small 
grains, and cover crops; drill disk openers will kill voles and destroy their 
nests. 

 Be mindful when using cover crops:  don’t broadcast seeds, drill them; plant 
more than 50% winter kill species to make it easier for predator visibility; stay 
away from a heavy grass and clover mix; practice early termination of cover 
crops or mowing to lower favorable habitat; vole poison can be used on some 
crops (make sure to read labels before using); row cleaners will not kill voles 
but will help crops come up faster and safer by removing cover and warming 
up the soil on top of the seed trench. 

Adapted from Jim Hoorman presenting at the National No-till Conference Purdue University.  

Voles (Meadow & Prairie) and what to do about them 
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SWCD Supporters….we thank you! 

Indiana Land Company 
Dan Cristiani Excavating      New Washington State Bank 
Farm Credit Mid-America     Wright Brothers Implement Sales, Hardware & General Store 
Jim O’Neal Ford       Sanders Farm Service LLC    
       

District activities and programs will be made available to all citizens, regardless of race, color, religion, gender, national 
origin, marital status or disability. 

9608 Highway 62 
Charlestown, IN  47111 
812-256-2330, ext. 3 

Fax: 855-391-1921 (toll free) 
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Return Service Requested 

The annual Clark County 4-H Fair will be 
held July 9-17, 2021,  and the Clark County 
SWCD supervisors and staff are busy making 
preparations.  We would like to invite you to 
stop by our Natural Resources Conservation 
Facility (located at the rear of the Fair-
grounds), and experience our “Pathway to 
Water Quality”, which showcases ways that 

each of us can protect and preserve our water resources. 
 
What you can see on our Pathway: 
 A natural-looking, landscaped pond, complete with wa-

terfall, creekstone, and native fish. 
 Cover crop plots illustrating common varieties used in 

this area. 
 Native perennial plantings that provide habitat for polli-

nators, as well as remove pollutants from water. 
 A home for bats!  Learn how you can have one too. 
 A home, actually a subdivision, for bluebirds!  Our blue-

bird trail is monitored regularly for inhabitants. 
 Water quality display. 
Due to the current pandemic, we will not have guest pre-

Come to the Fair! senters, or have our exhibit building open, however 
there will be plenty of displays in our outside common  
area.  In addition, our butterfly house will be open to 
controlled pass-through viewing. The 4-H Entomology 
Team will be on hand to answer any questions you have 
about the beautiful Monarch butterflies that populate 
the house. 
 
Social distancing is encouraged, as are masks for un-
vaccinated guests, while visiting our area. 

CCHIRP 
4-H Fair 

Native Plant Sale 
 

hosted in the SWCD Natural 
Resources Conservation Facility 

All plants are $5 each. 
Cash or check—no credit cards. 

Species include:  Blue Lobelia, Cardinal 
Flower, Wild Bergamont, New England 
Aster, Columbine, Black-eyed Susan, 

Rose Mallow, more! 


