Conservation
Quarterly
Spring 2021
C L A R K C O U N T Y S O I L A N D W A T E R
C O N S E R V A T I O N D I S T R I C T

Used Oil Recycling Options

Dates to Note
5/3/21—CCHIRP Monthly Meeting
5/6/21—SWCD Monthly Board Meeting
4/25-5/2/21—Stewardship Week
5/31/21—Memorial Day, SWCD office
closed
6/3/21—SWCD Monthly Board Meeting
6/5/21—CCHIRP Weed Wrangle

The COVID-19 pandemic interrupted several events this past year and
one of those events was the annual used oil collection that we have traditionally worked with Clark County Farm Bureau, Inc. to sponsor. The
past few years one of the watershed improvement programs that Clark
County SWCD supports has also been a sponsor of this activity as well.
Even without the ability to conduct the on-site collection event we are
still concerned about the environmental impact improper disposal of
used oil can have on water quality and land resources.
We want you to be aware that there are options available where you can
still recycle used oil responsibly:

6/7/21—CCHIRP Monthly Meeting

Rent our Equipment



Take used oil to an authorized service station that accepts used oil
from regular customers.



Contact an oil and petroleum product recycling company to either
schedule a pick-up or a drop-off of your used oil. There are several
of these companies in the Louisville metro area; be aware that these
companies may charge a fee. If you need help locating these companies, contact the Clark County SWCD Office.



Take your used oil to the Clark County Solid Waste Management
District; located at 112 Industrial Way in Charlestown. They offer a
year-round used oil collection service on-site. You can take small
quantities, as well as large quantities (55-gallon barrels) of used oil
to them, but they do request that folks with large quantities call
ahead to make an appointment to assure the availability of staff and
equipment to assist. Contact them at info@recycleclarkcounty.org or
812-256-7942.

No-Till Drill - $8 per acre
Outback S2 Guidance Systems $10 per day
Call 812-256-2330, ext. 3 for
scheduling
Stop by our office and sign an
Equipment Rental Agreement
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It is our sincere hope to be able to continue an annual used oil collection
event in the near future. In the meantime we strongly encourage everyone to remain vigilant in their efforts to prevent used oil from entering
traditional waste streams and further polluting our land and water resources.

Stewardship Week
Celebrated
The Clark County SWCD, in partnership with the National Association of
Conservation Districts (NACD), is
celebrating Stewardship Week from
April 25 – May 2, 2021, focusing on
the theme “Healthy Forests, Healthy
Communities.” NACD oversees the
annual Stewardship Week program,
now in its 66th year. Stewardship
Week is one of the largest national
annual programs to promote conservation.
“Educating
the public
about the
importance
of our connection to
our natural
resources
in our daily
lives is an essential part of what conservation districts advocate for in
their communities,” said NACD President Michael Crowder. “Trees and
forests are critical to providing clean
air and water, healthy soil, shade,
abundant wildlife habitat, jobs and
valuable products we use every day.”
The Clark County SWCD can assist
you in learning more about trees and
the species native to your area of the
country. The SWCD can also provide
insight on tree planting, care, and
maintenance, as well as information
on how to protect trees from invasive
species. “Conservation districts have
a long-standing history of working
with state and private forest owners in
helping promote and safeguard our
nation’s forested lands,” Crowder
said.
National Association of Conservation Districts
is the nonprofit organization that represents
the nation’s 3,000 conservation districts, their
state and territory associations and the 17,000
men and women who serve on their governing
boards. For more than 70 years, local conservation districts have worked with cooperating
landowners and managers of private working
lands to help them plan and apply effective
conservation practices. For more information
about NACD, visit: www.nacdnet.org.
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Soil Testing Service Offered
The Clark County SWCD is now offering soil testing services for homeowners
seeking fertilizer recommendations for their lawn and gardens.
Soil samples may be brought to the SWCD office at 9608 Highway 62,
Charlestown. Soil sample bags are available at no charge from the SWCD.
Cost of a basic test is $22; a more extensive test is $32. Both tests provide
suggested fertilizer recommendations for up to three crops (i.e. lawn, flowers,
trees). It normally takes 4-5 working days for samples to be analyzed and recommendations returned.

SWCD Tree Sales Postponed
The Clark County SWCD tree sales have been postponed due to the current
pandemic. We anticipate being able to host a spring 2022. Please watch for
updates, or call the SWCD office for more information, 812-256-2330, ext. 3.
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Clark County Harmful Invasives Removal Project (CCHIRP) News
Spring 2021 Native Plant Sale
May 25, 2021
2-5 p.m. at the Clark County 4-H Fairgrounds (look for signs)
Species offered will be: Butterfly Weed, New England Aster, Pink Muhly Grass, Blue
Lobelia, Columbine, Short’s Aster, Joe Pye Weed, Prairie Dropseed, Jacob’s Ladder,
Wild Bergamont, Black-eye Susan, Lance Leaf Coreopsis, Cardinal Flower, and Rose Mallow.
All plants are plugs. Cost is $5 each. Cash and check are accepted—no credit cards.
Come as you are, carry away what you can!
We will be practicing distancing; face masks required.
Contact the Clark County SWCD office with questions: 812-256-2330, ext. 3.

Weed Wrangles
Location: Charlestown State Park, 12500 Highway 62, Charlestown, IN

Meet at head of Trail 3
June 5, 2021, 9 a.m.—Noon
Planting native plant garden immediately following Wrangle—Noon to ?
October 9, 2021, 9 a.m.—Noon
Join us for a fun morning of clearing some invasive plants from beautiful Charlestown State Park. Learn plant identification, how to support pollinators, and help restore native habitat. We will also be planting a small garden on the Park
property to showcase native plant species immediately following the June 5th Wrangle. Wrangle participants are invited
to help plant the garden; any help will be greatly appreciated! All ages welcome!
Please note: Due to the current pandemic, we ask that you please bring your own tools, gloves, water, and snacks. Social distancing guidelines will be followed.

Invasive Plant Removal
Tool Share Program Now Available!
The Clark County Harmful Invasives Removal Project (CCHIRP) has created a “bucketful” of resources to help homeowners remove invasive plant species from their properties.
Each bucket kit includes dabbers, a handsaw, loppers, spray bottle for herbicide mixing (herbicide not included), safety glasses, and disposable gloves. A Calendar of Control (yours to keep!) is also included
that details best method of control, herbicide recommendation and application rates, and best season for
control.
Anyone in Clark County is eligible to borrow a bucket! Contact the Clark County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) office at 812-256-2330, ext. 3, to reserve your bucket. Once checked out, buckets need to be returned clean.
Not sure what kind of invasive species you have on your property? No problem! Request a free landowner survey by contacting Kaila Knies at 812-631-7913 or by email at Kaila@sicim.info.
Thanks to the Indiana Forestry Educational Foundation for funding this program!

Boot Brush Stations to Control Invasive Spread

Through a generous grant from the Indiana Native Plant Society, CCHIRP will be establishing boot brush stations at five
trail heads along the Knobstone Trail. Stay tuned for further news as we put these stations in place!
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SWCD Supporters….we thank you!
Indiana Land Company
Dan Cristiani Excavating
Farm Credit Mid-America
Jim O’Neal Ford

New Washington State Bank
Wright Brothers Implement Sales, Hardware & General Store
Sanders Farm Service LLC

SWCD Making Plans for the 2021
Clark County 4-H Fair

Additional Cost-Share Funds
Available

As everyone is well aware, COVID brought
a screeching halt to plans for many live
events in 2020, and the Clark County 4-H
Fair was no exception. This year is looking
brighter, however, and we’re optimistic that
the 2021 4-H fair will be a live event of
some form. Granted, social distancing may
be involved, masks may be involved, but the
public may be able to experience the sights
and sounds that make the fair.

We recently received word from IDEM Division of Water Quality that the 14 Mile Creek/Goose Creek Watershed Improvement Project has been granted additional
funds to assist with cost-share practices that will address
water quality issues in the watershed. Roughly, an additional $125,000 in cost-share assistance will be available
to landowners for these practices. However, these funds
must be expended in 2021. Prior to
receiving this news, the watershed
improvement project had committed all the cost-share assistance
funds previously provided in the
original grant. This will make it
possible to assist more landowners
who want to improve their farm’s
productivity while making a statement about their concern for environmental improvement. To learn more
about the Watershed Improvement program and what
projects would qualify for cost-share assistance, contact
David Trotter, the Watershed Coordinator in the Clark
County SWCD Office (david.trotter@in.nacdnet.net;
812-256-2330, ext. 3465).

The SWCD is making plans to open its Natural Resources
Education Area should the fair go live. As this newsletter
goes to press, we are anticipating opening our butterfly
house to controlled pass-through viewing, and having outdoor exhibits and displays. We do not anticipate having
guest presenters, or having our exhibit building open; giveaways and such that we normally conduct inside our building will take place outside in our area.
We will be better able to advise of our activities as the fair
draws closer. Please watch for updates in our next newsletter!

District activities and programs will be made available to all citizens, regardless of race, color, religion, gender, national
origin, marital status or disability.

