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SWCD Seeks Candidates for Supervisor Position
The Clark County Soil and Water Conservation District is looking for persons with an interest
in natural resources management who would like to serve as a district official. Candidates are
being sought for an elected seat on the district’s five-member board of supervisors. Term of
office runs from January 2022 through January 2025.
Clark County SWCD is a legal subdivision of state government responsible for the protection,
conservation and wise use of the soil, water and related natural resources within the county.
Working cooperatively with federal, state and local agencies and organizations, the district
brings educational, technical and financial assistance to bear on the conservation problems of
the county.
Activities of the district are directed by the five supervisors, three who are elected by the local landusers and two appointed by the State Soil Conservation Board. Meeting on the first Thursday of each month, the supervisors plan and
oversee the efforts aimed at fulfilling the district’s responsibilities, which include:

 Assessing natural resources management needs within the county;
 Developing and implementing policies and programs that address those assessed needs;
 Carrying out program initiative given to SWCDs by state and federal government (e.g., the review of farm conservation plans and construction site erosion/sediment control plans and the inspection of landfills for erosion control); and,
 Advising local government on natural resource management issues.
Candidates for Clark County SWCD’s elected-supervisor position must be of voting age, must be an occupier of a tract
of land located in Clark County, and must maintain permanent residence within the county. For more information about
Clark County SWCD, its programs, supervisor duties and qualifications, or to register as a candidate, visit the district
office at 9608 Highway 62, Charlestown, IN, or call 812-256-2330, ext.3. Deadline to register as a candidate is November 29, 2021.
SWCD 2022 Annual Meeting
The 77th Annual Meeting of the Clark County Soil & Water Conservation District is tentatively scheduled for Thursday, January
27, 2022, at the Clark County 4-H Fairgrounds. Please be advised that CDC guidelines with respect to the current pandemic
will be considered closer to the date, and may affect the time and venue of the meeting.

Inside this issue:
Cost-Share Funds Available

2

What to do about Flowering Rush

2

CCHIRP News

3

Fourteen Mile Creek Funds Available

3

SWCD Tree Sale Coming Back!

3

The Root Project—Cover Crops

4

Dates to Note
10/7/21—SWCD Monthly Board Meeting
10/11/21—Columbus Day Holiday observed, SWCD office closed
10/12/21—CCHIRP Monthly Meeting
11/1/21—CCHIRP Monthly Meeting
11/4/21—SWCD Monthly Board Meeting
11/11/21—Veterans Day Holiday, SWCD office closed
11/25-26/21—Thanksgiving Holiday, SWCD office closed
12/2/21—SWCD Monthly Board Meeting
12/24/21—Christmas Eve, SWCD office closed

Cost-share Funds Available to Help Improve Water Quality
The Jefferson and Clark County SWCD’s have been awarded a 2021 Clean
Water Indiana (CWI) Grant. This grant is for $41,595 for up to a three year
period for two county area or until the money is all allocated. This project
will strive to promote soil health on pasture/hay land, and improve water
quality. Conservation practices will be installed that help to: improve pasture
and hay quality; reduce soil erosion and compaction; reduce excessive nutrients and sediments in surface and ground water; and improve inadequate
feed, forage, and water. Cover crops are included as they reduce erosion and
diminish sediment entering our water, and they can be grazed as part of a
pasture management plan. To apply for funding, please note:

Example of a Roof Runoff Structure, one of
the practices eligible for cost-share thru CWI



Interested parties need to complete an application and a ranking form for
cost-share assistance.



Property must be located in Jefferson or Clark County, Indiana.



Receipts, seed tags and other documents need to be submitted for payment as soon as the practices are completed.



All practices must be completed within the same calendar year as the application was approved. Except for the year
2023 and all practices have to be complete and receipts submitted for payment by November 30, 2023.



There will be an initial planning visit to determine needs. A final field visit is required to sign off on completion before cost-share claim can be submitted.



Applications will be ranked and will be approved by grant committee before cost-share will be paid.



The grant committee will review application periodically throughout the grant period.

Contact Kristin Miller, Jefferson County SWCD, Kristin.miller@jeffersoncounty.in.gov, 812-265-7609 or Melanie Davis, melanie.davis@in.nacdnet.net, 812-256-2330, ext. 3, for an application, or visit their respective websites at
www.jeffersoncounty.in.gov/462/Grants-Programs-Initiatives, and www.clarkswcd.org.
Rent our Equipment: No-Till Drill - $8 per acre
Outback S2 Guidance Systems - $10 per day
Call 812-256-2330, ext. 3 for scheduling

What To Do About Flowering Rush

Need a Soil Test? The SWCD offers soil testing for
homeowners seeking fertilizer recommendations for
their lawn and gardens. Cost is $22 for a basic test; a
more extensive test is $32. Tests provide fertilizer
recommendations for up to three crops (i.e. lawn,
flowers, trees). Call 812-256-2330, ext. 3, for more info.

Flowering rush (Butomus umbellatus L.) is becoming a widespread invasive
weed in the waters of the West and Midwest. Flowering rush causes a number of nuisance problems including obstruction shorelines, reducing irrigation flow, and providing habitat for nonnative warmwater fish. This species
is distinctive in appearance, though is often confused with other emergent
and submersed species. Flowering rush occurs as both diploid and triploid
biotypes, but western US populations are largely the triploid biotype. Recently published research has identified six genotypes in the US, but one
genotype in particular dominates in the western US. While an international
group is actively looking for biological control agents, at this time no insect
biocontrol agents are available.
Several herbicides are available and effective for chemical control of flowering rush, with three application modes studied: foliar application to emergent leaves, submersed inject to submersed
leaves, and bare-ground applications to newly-sprouted plants in the spring. Preemergent applications have also been
studied. While harvesting has been used to manage foliage, it is not a long-term management technique. Various physical techniques, such as digging and bottom barriers, have also been used. Whichever technique is used, it is essential
that the manager target the rhizome bud stage to reduce propagule production.
Source: North American Invasive Species Management Association (NAISMA).
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Weed Wrangle
Location: Lapping Park, Clarksville, IN

October 9, 2021, 9 a.m.—Noon
Join us for a fun morning of clearing some invasive plants at Lapping Park. Learn plant identification, how to support pollinators, and help restore native habitat. All ages welcome!

Invasive Plant Removal Tool Share Program

CCHIRP News

CCHIRP has tool buckets available for loan to help homeowners remove invasive plant species from their properties. Each bucket kit includes dabbers, a handsaw, loppers, spray bottle
for herbicide mixing (herbicide not included), safety glasses, and disposable gloves. A Calendar of Control is also included that details best method of control, herbicide recommendation
and application rates, and best season for control. Clark County residents may borrow a bucket
by contacting the Clark County SWCD office at 812-256-2330, ext. 3.

Fourteen Mile Creek Funds Available
We recently received word from IDEM Division of Water Quality that the 14 Mile Creek/
Goose Creek Watershed Improvement Project
has been granted additional funds to assist
with cost-share practices (see table to the left)
that will address water quality issues in the
watershed. Roughly, an additional $125,000
in cost-share assistance will be available to landowners for these
practices. These funds will pay up to 60% of actual total allowed
cost, up to a $15,000 cap per participant. However, these funds
must be expended in 2021. Prior to receiving this news, the watershed improvement project had committed all the cost-share assistance funds previously provided in the original grant. This will
make it possible to assist more landowners who want to improve
their farm’s productivity while making a statement about their concern for environmental improvement.
If you are interested in applying, please note:
Project must be in a critical area in the 14 Mile Creek/Goose
Creek Watersheds boundaries.
 Project must meet the 14 Mile Creek/Goose Creek Watersheds
program guidelines.
 Practice must be implemented within 12 months from the date
of the contract being signed.
 Practices must be implemented in the priority deemed best for
water quality improvement


To learn more about the Watershed Improvement program and
what projects would qualify for cost-share assistance, contact David Trotter, the Watershed Coordinator in the Clark County SWCD
Office (david.trotter@in.nacdnet.net; 812-256-2330, ext. 3465).

SWCD Tree Sale Coming Back!

The Clark County SWCD is making plans to revive its spring tree
sale that was postponed last year due to the current pandemic. We
are waiting to hear from our supplier, but are shooting for a late
May delivery date. In addition to trees, we will have native plants
available. If you’d like to be on our mailing list to receive a sale
brochure, please email melanie.davis@in.nacdnet.net.
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SWCD Supporters….we thank you!
Indiana Land Company
Dan Cristiani Excavating
Farm Credit Mid-America
Jim O’Neal Ford

New Washington State Bank
Wright Brothers Implement Sales, Hardware & General Store
Sanders Farm Service LLC

The Root Project—Cover Crops
There’s more to cover crops than meets the eye—in fact there may be
much more. The ‘hidden half’ of a cover crop is the root system—a major
contributor to the soil health benefits of cover cropping that is always out
of sight and therefore often out of mind. However, an eye towards how
cover crop root systems can complement each other while exploring the
total soil profile can lead to quicker soil health benefits. Recently, the
Conservation Cropping Systems Initiative (CCSI) launched The Root Project (ccsin.org/root-project) in an effort to draw attention to the value of the
below-ground portion of cover crops. The project’s detailed illustrations
show the typical rooting patterns of 13 common cover crops.
Want the “root” benefits of cover crops in your operation? First, identify
your primary objectives for adding them to your system—adding nitrogen
to soil, increasing organic matter, reducing erosion, providing weed control, managing nutrients? Some species or mixes are better than others, depending on your specific objectives.
Next, identify the best time and place to fit cover crops into your rotation—winter cover crops to scavenge nitrogen,
summer cover crops to break soil compaction, a window in a rotation to supply nutrients? Consider creating a new rotation or modifying an existing one to accommodate your long-term objectives. Finally, think about exactly how and when
you will seed, terminate and plant into your cover crop—find a reliable source for seed, consider what the weather will
be like, can you get into the field, do you want it to winterkill, what labor and equipment will you need?
Did you know that the Clark County SWCD currently has two projects that can provide cost-share on cover crop installation?
Contact our office at 812-256-2330, ext. 3, for more details.

District activities and programs will be made available to all citizens, regardless of race, color, religion, gender, national
origin, marital status or disability.

